
What a busy month!  There is no Hawk  
Herald in March, so let me catch you up on 
what we have done and what is coming up. 

At the February 5 seminar “Strategies for 
Studying and Learning at Home”, my fifth 
grader and I learned how to plan those    
long-term projects and how to read texts           
effectively to study for tests.  I am sure the 
students in the other two sessions received 
helpful study tips as well.  Thanks to Parent 
Education co-chairs Rebecca Harmon and 
Michele Palmer for organizing the evening, 
and to Mrs. Charles, Mrs. Harsh, Mrs. Weis,            
and Mrs. Murphy for sharing valuable     
information with us. 

Officer Todd Holtz of the Palatine Police 
Department Crime Prevention Unit spoke 
with parents at a media violence seminar on 
February 10 about the impact violent video 
games and television shows have on our 
children and their developing minds.  Did 
you know most children will see 8,000   
murders (on TV and videogames) by age 
11?  Officer Holtz shared studies showing 
how children can become desensitized to 
violence and engage in copycat behavior.  
Definitely food for thought the next time 
your child asks for a “Mature” rated video 
game or to see an R-rated movie!  Thanks to 
Linda Millar, chair of the Health & Safety 
committee, for arranging this program. 

Each year, PTA spends a large portion of 
our funds on programming to complement 
what students are learning in the classroom.  
The Cultural Arts committee brought in Hot 
Silk Productions to perform African folk 
tales for the whole school on February 25 in        
celebration of Black History Month.        

Kindergarteners will explore various 
weather concepts in workshops taught by 
Mad Science on March 9.  Particularly     
relevant in 2009, the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of Abraham Lincoln, the fourth grade 
will “Meet the Lincolns” in a program on 
March 19. 

PTA takes a break from family events in 
early March so kids can focus on ISAT       
testing.  Before you head off for spring 
break be sure to come to Orbit Skate Center 
on Wednesday, March 18 for the Hunting 
Ridge Roller Skating Party.  We have   
rented the rink for the night and admission  
is free for Hunting Ridge students, parents 
and staff; skate rental is available for     
$2.50 - $4.00.  Remember, all children must 
be accompanied by an adult the entire time   
(no drop and go!), so come visit with other 
parents or get out there and skate with your 
kids! 

After spring break, we will welcome dads to 
school for the ever-popular Dads and Donuts 
breakfasts on April 17 (last names beginning 
A-K) and April 24 (last names L-Z).        
Students and their dads or other special  
adult will enjoy a light meal together to   
start the day. 

We are starting to fill PTA committee     
positions for 2009-2010.  Hunting Ridge 
PTA has over 40 committees, many of 
which could use some fresh faces and new 
ideas next year!  Visit our website, 
www.hrpta.org, or check your child’s    
backpack after spring break for a Committee 
Interest form and let us know how you 
would like to get involved. 

Important Web Sites: 

www.hrpta.org 

www.pta.org 

www.ccsd15.net 

www.illinoispta.org 
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  Tracey 

February 27, 2009 

March  

3/2 - 3/13  ISAT Testing grades 3-6 
3/4  Market Day orders due  
3/6  Report Cards issued  
  Grades 1-6 
3/8  Daylight Savings Time begins 
3/11  Board of Education meeting  
  Sundling Junior High, 7pm 
3/12 Market Day pickup 
3/13 Waste Free lunch 
3/17 PTA meeting, 7pm, cafe 
3/18 Roller Skating Party 
 Orbit Skating Rink, 6:30-9pm 
3/23 - 3/27 Spring Break  
 NO SCHOOL 
3/30  School reopens 

4/1  Market Day orders due 
4/1  Board of Education meeting 
  Committee of the Whole 
  Sundling Junior High, 7pm  
4/8  MAP Testing begins 
4/8  Hawk Herald article  
  submission  deadline 
4/9  Market Day pickup 
4/10  Non-Attendance Day 
  NO SCHOOL 
4/14  Kindergarten Registration 
   9:30-11am, 1-3pm, 6-8pm 
  Please note change of date 

4/15  Board of Education meeting 
  Sundling Junior High, 7pm 
  Rescheduled from 4/8/09 
4/17  Waste Free lunch 
4/17  Dads and Donuts, 8am 
  Last names A through K 
4/17  Hawk Herald distributed 
 

April 
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Dear Hunting Ridge Parents and Guardians, 
 

It is hard to believe that it is the end of February, but that means spring is just around the corner!  
Right now, warm weather and sunshine sounds really good!! 
 

Congratulations to the eight sixth grade members of the Math Team who represented Hunting Ridge 
at the Regional MathCounts competition on February 7, and to the students who participated in the 
Illinois Grade School Music Association Solo and Ensemble contest on February 14.  All of these   
students are recognized in articles elsewhere in this newsletter.     
 

I would also like to recognize our sixth graders who represented Hunting Ridge at the 2-Ball contests 
this month.  Our girls’ teams (including where they placed in the category of  big schools) were   
Caroline Freeman/Gina Pfister (3rd), Sarah McTague/Caroline Krezalek (4th), Katie Zara/Lauren Shoaf
(6th), Emily Kagan/Reilly Siepka (14th) and Sunny Shah/Seo Huyn Kim (17th).  Our boys’ teams were 
Ryan Allen/Kevin Wade(1st), Nate Notaro/Nick Cimaglia (5th), Jack Albrecht/Josh Auerbach (7th), 
Robby Giagnorio/Michael Valverde (8th) and Colin Brauer/Bryan Sek (12th).  Congratulations on a  
job well done!! 
 

We are now preparing to take the annual ISAT tests from March 2 - 13.  These tests are given to all  
students in grades 3 - 6.  All of these students take math and reading tests, while grade four students 
take a science test and students in grades 3, 5, and 6 take a writing test.  We encourage you to make 
sure students get plenty of rest, eat a good breakfast, and stay healthy during these two weeks!!  
Thanks! 
 

Winter has been a busy time for all of us!!  Since my last letter, we have had a very successful Family 
Fitness Fair, a  wonderful Open House and Ice Cream Social, terrific Valentine's Day parties, and an 
informative Learning Strategies/Study Skills workshop.  I would like to thank the PTA for their     
support and help in all the things they do for our students and families, as well as all the parents and 
staff members who make events like these successful.  You are very much appreciated! 
 

It will not be long until we are on spring break.  The last day of 
school is  Friday, March 20 and schools will  re-open on Monday, 
March 30.   As always, your concerns, comments and questions are 
always welcome! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Diane Murphy 
Principal 

 



 

 

ISAT Testing is March 2 - 13 for     
all third, fourth, fifth and sixth grade 

students.  Please make sure your 
children sleep well and eat a healthy 

breakfast during this time. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Please bring the following: 

     - Birth Certificate (not hospital)   - Two local emergency numbers 

     - Two proofs of residency     - Physician’s name and address 

     - Documentation of health, dental and eye exams (if completed) 

Please share this information with friends and neighbors. 

 
 

Kindergarten Registration/Orientation Kathy Ferry and Ann Lenz 

In the Hunting Ridge main atrium 

Kindergarten Round-Up Date: 
Thursday, April 30, 2009  9:30am and 10:30am 

Parents and their pre-kindergarten student will visit the kindergarten classrooms,                                       
meet the kindergarten teachers and receive a short tour of the school. 
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Kindergarten/New Student Registration 
For the 2009-2010 School Year 

Tuesday, April 14th, 2009 
9:30-11am, 1:00-3pm, and 6-8pm 

Health & Safety Linda Millar 

5 a Day – The Color Way 
In our continuing commitment to our 
year-long Action Plan for Healthy 
Kids, we are pleased to announce                     

5 a Day – The Color Way and we encourage you and 
your child to participate.  This fun challenge is a  
great way to introduce your child to healthy colorful 
foods and to encourage your child to eat more fruits 
and vegetables.  This challenge runs from February 23 
– March 6.  All you need to do is try to eat five 
different colored fruits and/or vegetables a day and 
write them on the tracking charts.  Tracking charts 
and detailed explanations about the challenge should 
have come home in your child’s backpack.  Tracking 
charts are also available on our PTA website, 
www.hrpta.org.  

If there are any questions, please email                    
Linda Millar at linmillar@comcast.net  
or Kim Ferrari at kaferrari@aol.com. 

 

Roller Skating  

Hunting Ridge                       
Annual Roller Skating Party 

Wednesday, March 18, 2009 

6:30-9pm 

Orbit Skate Center 

615 S. Consumers Avenue, Palatine 

Skate rental is available, or bring your own. 

Heidi Bowman and Karen Bryk 
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Dads and Donuts Kim Eck and Kerry Maloney 
 

Dads and Donuts will be held at 8am in the cafeteria on the following Fridays: 
April 17 Last names beginning A through K 
April 24  Last names beginning L through Z 

Flyers will be sent home via backpacks in late March.   
Questions?  Contact Kim Eck (847) 934-4862 or Kerry Maloney (847) 991-7369.  

 

Students!  Teachers!  Parents! 

Get in the Spirit of Earth Day! 
Join the Beautification Committee  

Saturday, April 18, 2009  

9am - 3pm 
Come for an hour or stay all day! 

 

Bring your gardening gloves, hand tools and shovels to help make the outside of       
Hunting Ridge Elementary School reflect the beauty on the inside. 

Spring Beautification Day Debby and Brian Chalmers 

 

The next Parent Education Program is  
scheduled for the evening of Wednesday, 
April 22.  Kara Marks, Hunting Ridge    
Social Worker, will deliver a program to 
students and their parents on recognizing 
and combating bullying and dealing with 
peer pressure.   
 

Watch for details to follow in the next    
edition of the Hawk Herald.  Registration 
flyers will be sent home in backpacks in 
early April.  Please contact Rebecca 
Harmon (847) 358-2844 or Michele Palmer 
(847) 202-6887 with questions.     

Rebecca Harmon 
 and Michele Palmer Parent Education Linda Millar 

Join us on May 26, 2009 for an awesome seminar on 
internet safety.  This seminar will be conducted by 
Officer Todd Holtz of the Palatine Police Department 
Crime Prevention Unit.  The multi-media presentation 
will provide information on internet safety all parents 
whose children use computers online should know.  
Websites like MySpace and Facebook will be 
addressed as well as cyber-bullying.  Due to content, 
this seminar is for adults only.  This seminar will be 
held in the Hunting Ridge cafeteria and is 1½ hours 
long.  All parents are invited to attend.  Do not miss 
out on this great informative opportunity.  Flyers will 
be coming home in May.  Please email 
Linda Millar at linmillar@comcast.net    
with questions. 

Health & Safety Committee 

Mark your calendars with these important dates ... 
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Family Fitness Fair Kim Piotrowski and Linda Millar 

Ice Cream Social Becky Hoffman and Jan Kuehn 

We hope everyone enjoyed the ice cream social, held during Hunting Ridge's Open House on February 12.  Special thanks to all the 
moms, dads, and older siblings who volunteered selling tickets, scooping, and serving ice cream  We would also like to thank all those 
little helpers and those who stepped up to help at the last minute.  We could not have done it without you!  We would also like to thank 
Mr. Patel at Ben & Jerry’s for providing the ice cream and supplies.  

 Jim Azzarello    Dave Hoffman    Ray Mau      Teresa Saunders   Scott Toriumi 
Patti Buban    Matthew Hoffman   Tony Moran     Erik Seyring    Pam Trausch 
Anthony Cimaglia   John Josten    The O'Reilly Family   Jackie Seyring      
Rob Coleman    Andrew King    Mary Pagones     Lisa Seyring     
Tracey Coleman   Paul King     Cris Peterson     Dave Shoaf  
Amicua Conway   Tom Maloney    Jeff Peterson     Jane Siciliano 
Tracy del Castillo   Larry Marturano   Kim Piotrowski    Mark Smolak 
Cynthia Guerrero    Kelley Marturano   Stephanie Reidy  
Mark Geregach    

Hunting Ridge’s first ever Family Fitness Fair took place on January 29.  Students and families visited 24 interactive stations, 
getting their passports stamped as they traversed the school.  Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves while expanding their 
knowledge regarding nutrition and the importance of being active.  Over 180 families participated, with an estimated attendance of 
500 people.  This event could not have taken place without a fabulous pool of parents and teachers volunteering their time.  We had 
over 50 volunteers working throughout the evening to make this event a success.  Hats off to the following volunteers: 
    Pam Altman     Kim Ferrari    Jan Kuehn      Laura Plank 
    Claire Baker     Kathy Ferry    Surender Kumar    Barb Roberts 
    Lari Barr      Sue Fischer    Kelley Marturano    David Sobel 
    Mary Campion    Bharathi Ganapathi  Lisa Neal      Jennifer Sowa 
    Kristie Charles    Priscilla Grimm   Greta Nielsen     Kelly Spotak 
    Sandy Cimaglia    Jim Guarino     Mark O’Donoghue   Karen Surdynski 
    Rob Coleman     Brita Higgins     Andy Pagones    Jean Taylor 
    Tracey Coleman    Becky Hoffman    Shari Pass      Pam Trausch 
    Patty Contreras    Mike Hopkins   Sharon Perkins    Kim Veitch 
    Laura Corrigan    Margaret Iuorio   Deb Petersen     Barb Walt 
    Deborah Cudak    Minda Josten    Barb Peterson     Joan Wiegold 
    Diane D’Andrea    Linda Kapko    Jeff Peterson     Beth Worthem 
    Kim Eck      Sue Koren     Jim Piotrowski    Doris Weis 
    Ken Haase 

In addition, 23 students from Fremd High School volunteered their time.  These students worked the duration of the fair and not 
only helped our school out, but gained valuable service hours towards Fremd programs.  Also, many thanks to former Hunting 
Ridge parent Karen Baker (NCH Community Health Programs) and Northwest Community Hospital for sponsoring the event. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Parr’s class for having the highest percentage (67%) of students attending the fair!  They will receive a 
special lunch provided by Whole Foods.  Also, congratulations to the following classes who were runners up in each grade level: 

   
   Kindergarten – Mrs. Morrison     Fourth Grade – Mrs. Nilsen 
   First Grade – Mrs. Weis       Fifth Grade – Mrs. Casey 
   Second Grade – Ms. Park      Sixth Grade – Mrs. Syverson 
   Third Grade – Mrs. Charles      Fifth/Sixth Grade – Mrs. Rydquist 
 

    Thank you to everyone who made this event possible! 

 



 

 

Diane D’Andrea and Pam Trausch Environmental Education 

Jacqui Downing and Jacqueline Kurkcu 
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Yearbook 

Tips for Green Spring Cleaning: 
¨ Open windows and doors. This is the best way to get fresh air moving in.  
¨ Skip air fresheners. Chemical fresheners can cause eye, skin, and respiratory irritation. Aerosol air 

fresheners are even worse — the tiny air-borne particles can damage nerves and lodge in your 
lungs. Use an open box of baking soda, cedar blocks, or dried flowers to add natural fragrance.   

¨ Use vegetable-based cleaning products instead of harsh chemical cleaners.  
¨ Vinegar can be used to clean just about anything. Use it straight to clean kitchen floors or wash windows, mix it with 

baking soda and essential oils to clean sinks, and even use it to remove stains in your carpet.  
¨ Do not use bleach or cleaners containing chlorine. The problems with chlorine bleach are numerous — it can burn 

skin and eyes and prove fatal if swallowed. When it goes down the drain, it becomes toxic to the natural world, too.   
¨ Use natural fiber sponges and rags to clean. Avoid using paper towels and other one-time use tools.  
¨ Skip the antibacterial soap.  Widespread use of antibacterial soap is leading to antibiotic-resistant strains of bacteria.  
¨ When making the switch to natural cleaning products, be sure to safely dispose of any dangerous chemical products. 

Do not pour them down the drain, into the ground, or into the trash. Read the labels or check with your waste 
management provider for options. 

 

We held a Waste Free lunch on February 12; thanks to the students who participated.  We were happy to see many of 
the sandwich containers being used!  We handed out the remaining containers in addition to other prizes.  Next month’s 
Waste Free lunch will move to March 13 instead of March 6; please make a note of it.  We will be raffling movie 
theatre tickets, so do not miss out! 

The Nike Reuse-A-Shoe program will be starting up again in April.  We will send home a reminder to bring in your old 
sports shoes and drop them in the box in the atrium.  We will turn those in the first week of May.  Remember…only 
rubber soled sneakers…no cleats, sandals, etc. 

Our cell phone collection is now over.  Thank you for bringing in your old cell phones and blackberries!  We will turn 
them in to the Funding Factory for cash back to the school. 

Hunting Ridge Yearbooks! 
We are currently taking orders for yearbooks.  They 
are $16 each.  We have extended our deadline for 
purchasing to March 16.  So, if you forgot or have 
not had time to order now is your chance.  Please 
contact the school office if you need an order form. 

Do not miss out on this jam-packed edition of 
memories.  Buy yours today! 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of you who have helped us by submitting photos 
from the many events around 
our school. We could not put 
together the yearbook without 
you and for that we send to 
you a huge THANK YOU! 

The Northwest Suburban Council PTA 
(NWSC) held its annual Reflections 
Showcase Monday, February 23, 2009, 
at Carl Sandburg Junior High.  Hunting 
Ridge's talented finalists were honored 
and awarded certificates for their 

accomplishments at this event. It was wonderful to 
see so many Hunting Ridge Hawks representing our 
school; we are very proud of them!   

Congratulations! 

 

Reflections Jacqueline Kurcku and Katina Mondus 

 

Daylight Savings Time 
begins Sunday, March 8.  
Remember, set your 
clocks ahead one hour! 

 



 

 

Gym Nights 

Congratulations to the following students who participated in the Illinois Grade School Music Association 
(IGSMA) Solo and Ensemble contest, held at River Trails Middle School, Mount Prospect, on Saturday,    
February 14.  Hunting Ridge students participated in 15 events and received one perfect score, nine Division 1     
ratings, and five Division 2 ratings! 

  Sarah Burger   James Feng    Christina Miller  Reilly Siepka 
  Nathan Cornwell  Emma Hoffman  Elias Pagones   Brett Vietch 
  Aditya Deshpande Ewa Konczewska  Kaitlin Popovich  Elise Ziegenhorn  
  Colin Dincher   Caroline Krezalek Melanie Shaffer  

 
  
 

Thank You Mr. Sobel, Mrs. Roberts  
and Mr. Sison  

 

Gym Nights 2009 were a great success!             
The children had a blast playing in the gym with 

their parents and watching the videos you created.  
A big thanks also goes out to the volunteers who  
distributed snacks and water to the hungry and hot 

attendees.  Lastly, we would like to thank         
Mr. Herron and his staff for always making sure  
our table was set up and for cleaning up after us. 

Eight sixth grade members of the Math Team 
represented Hunting Ridge at the Regional MathCounts 
Competition, held at Oakton Community College on 
February 7. 
 

Even though they were one of the youngest teams,    
they did very well.  The members of the team were:  
Gina Pfister, Sunny Shah, Nathan Cornwell, Patrick 
Chen, Marty Chindblom, Sarah Marturano, Brinda 
Dollu, and Aditya Deshpande. 

Band and Orchestra Notes Mrs. Julie Kurka and Mrs. Pamela Luy 

Sixth Grade Math Team Mrs. Marcia Rydquist 
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Minda Josten, Greta Nielsen,            
and Sharon Perkins 

Market Day Pam Altman and Lori Specht 

Market Day had an exciting sale in February.  We were able to send a large contribution to the Palatine Township 
Food Pantry. We donated 27 boxes of chicken, 18 boxes of ground beef, 17 boxes of pizzas, and 9 boxes each of 
potatoes and cakes.  Our thanks to the Hunting Ridge community for making such a large donation possible.  The  
staff at the Palatine Township also sends their thanks for helping those in need.  Unfortunately our sale was not large 
enough to qualify for books for the library, but we very much appreciate those who ordered from Market Day. 
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We would like to extend a warm welcome to the 
following new families at Hunting Ridge School: 

  The Dela Rosa Family   The Delgado Family   The Dodson Family 

  The Felix Family     The Jacko Family    The Park Family 

  The Phanouvong Family  The Reuter Family   The Saied Family 

  The Sawyer Family    The Williams Family 

New Family Welcoming Rajneesh Singh and Lori Specht 

Hunting Ridge will host a band, orchestra and chorus concert April 23, at 7pm.  Please plan to   
attend and enjoy some of the musical accomplishments of our Hunting Ridge students! 



 

 

Legislation Corner Jacqueline Kurkcu, Vice President of  Legislation  
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Spotlight on the Board is a synopsis of notes and recordings taken at the District 15 School Board meetings by Frank 
C. Whiteley PTA’s school board liaison, Jennifer Mondy.  They are meant to help parents and staff who are unable to 
attend the Board meetings on a regular basis keep informed about the issues and plans affecting the district.  These 
Notes are not endorsed by District 15 or the Board of Education.  Below are the highlights from the February 11 

Regular Board of Education meeting. 

ED-RED Council/Legislation 

The downturn in the economy has affected the IMRF which  is the retirement fund that District 15 pays into for employees who    
do not participate in the Teacher Retirement System.  The IMRF had a negative 26% return last year which will require the district 
to increase its contribution rate from the current 9% to approximately 17% in 2010.  The additional cost has been added to the      
Five-Year Financial Projections that will be reviewed at the February 25 Board meeting. 

Committee of the Whole meeting – February 25 

Per a Board member’s request, the agenda will include a discussion on class sizes.  The administration will provide information on 
how much it would cost to lower average class sizes by one or two students in each of the grade level groups, including junior high.   

Board Members’ Requests for Information 

A member’s objection to a delay in receiving the Five-Year Financial Projections led to a larger issue of Board members  not 
receiving available information concerning the district’s finances and other topics that have been previously requested.      

Freedom of Information Act Requests (FOIA) 

Ten requests were received requesting information pertaining to district policies, the Board of Education candidates (6 requests),     
a candidate’s Statement of Economic Interest, transcripts of Board member emails during a specific period of time and various 
items related to an investigation into the District 15 Concerned Parents organization. 

Board of Education Election – April 7 

Eight candidates will be on the ballot for the four open seats.  They are Nancy Lee Carlson, Margaret “Peggy” Babcock, Vicki 
Wilson, Richard L. Bokor, Steven Miller, Mark J. Bloom, Matthew Taylor and Timothy Millar.  Their campaign websites and/or 
contact information including relevant newspaper articles can be found at www.fcwpta.org/election.htm. 

 

You may or may not be aware but the District 15 Board of Education elections are fast approaching, and  
now is the time to make sure that you are a registered voter! 
 

The deadline to register to vote is March 10.  Every school in District 15, including Hunting Ridge, has a 
deputy registrar in their building to register voters.  Remember, you cannot vote if you are not registered!     
If you need more information visit www.voterinfonet.com/sub/register.asp#qualifications.  
 

Election day is Tuesday, April 7 and this year there are four seats up for election on the District 15 Board of 
Education.  To help you become more educated about the issues and candidates, Northwest Suburban 
Council PTA (NWSC) will sponsor a  

Candidates Forum 
 Wednesday, March 18, 2009  
 Sundling Junior High, 7pm 

 

The format for this forum will consist of a two minute introduction by each candidate followed by a 
question and answer session, ending with a one minute closing statement by each candidate.  Questions    
will be centered around education and its impact on our children. Please join us for this event.  
 

The PTA does not endorse candidates but does encourage you to become more informed about our 
community and issues affecting our children. 
 

I hope to see you at the polls. 


