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April

4/22 Earth Day - wear green
4/24 Band/Orchestra/Chorus

Concert @ HR 7pm
4/25 Spirit Day

4/28 - 4/30 Teacher Appreciation

Week
4/29 Student Council Store
12:10 - 12:55pm

4/30 HR/TJ Intermediate Band

Concert @ HR 7pm
May

5/1 Student Non-attendance

Day - No School

5/2 Teacher Institute Day
No School

5/6 Student Council Store
12:10 - 12:55pm

5/6 HR/TJBeginning Band
Concert @ Thomas
Jefferson 7pm

5/7 Market Day Orders Due

5/9 Woaste Free Lunch

5/12 NWSC PTA Schoal of
Information Night @
Winston Campus 6pm

5/14 Hawk Herald Deadline

5/14 Board of Education
Meeting @ Walter
Sundling JH 7pm

5/15 Market Day Pick-up

5/17 Beautification Day on the

HR grounds 8am - 2pm

5/22 PTA Changeover Meeting

7pm
5/23 Game Day
5/26 Memorial
Day
No School
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Message from the PTA President

By thetime you read this, we will have
had our much anticipated Multicultura Fair.
| think that Multicultural Fair is one of my
favorite Hunting Ridge events. | love that it
involves so many people and families who
don’t have a chanceto regularly participate
in school events. | hope you had a great
timeand | want to thank EVERY ONE who
made this event come to life—what a
fantastic accomplishment and an amazing
collaboration of resources!

| hope while you were at the
Multicultural Fair or at school recently, you
might have taken notice of what a beautiful
building we have here at Hunting Ridge.
Last year | wrote about the changes that
have transpired over the years, such at the
addition of our atrium and front office area,
multi purpose room (café), sixth grade wing
and extensive playground. Now this year
we are lucky to have a state-of-the-art
climbing wall, aswell as new landscaping.
But one thing has not changed over time:
the impeccabl e condition of the inside of
our building. Over the years we have been
fortunate to have fantastic custodians.
Mark Herron, our head custodian for the
past five years, continuoudly strives to go
above and beyond, and takes pridein
keeping the school looking its best. He
wel comingly accommodates us for al PTA
events and makes our jobs so much easier.
In speaking with the performers after our
last cultural arts assembly (The Great White
Shark Expedition), they applauded Mark for
his wonderful assistance and noted how
clean our school looks — and they see many
schools every day! Heartfelt thanksto
Mark and the custodial staff for keeping the
environment at school so clean and
nicefor us!

PTA President:
Kim Piotrowski

358-3891 jk.piotrowski@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Editors:

Barb Peterson 705-6970 petersonfamily5@comcast.net
Becky Hoffman 221-2035 becky.hoffman@comcast.net
LuAnne Shaffer 303-5602 Ipshaffer @comcast.net

Right now there are exactly 32 school days
left in the 07-08 calendar year. So much has yet
to happen though in these last days of the year!
Teacher Appreciation Week is coming up
beginning April 28" and M ar gar et Giagnorio,
Polly Schill and Kerry Malhoney have been
busy with the planning. Teacher Appreciation
Week isagreat opportunity for parents and
students to take note of and recognize the
individual contributions your teachers makein
providing a quality education. Think about what
makes your teachers special and unique, and
make sure to communicate that to them —
surprisingly, teachers don’t always receive a lot
of feedback!

The next newsletter will be my last as PTA
President. At the past April PTA meeting, a new
President (Tracey Coleman), V.P. of Programs
(Lisa Neal), and V.P of Legidation (Jacqueline
Kurkcu) were elected. Returning for their
second term will be Ann Mur phy (V.P. Ways
and Means), Jacqui Downing (Treasurer),
Kathy Ferry (Recording Secretary), and Sue
Koren (Corresponding Secretary). They will
officially be installed at the May 22™
Changeover Meseting. Tracey bringswith her a
wealth of knowledge from her past five years on
various PTA committees. She hasalso
completed many of the PTA training courses
already. Congratulationsto all of the new
officers and | commend them for stepping up and
volunteering their time to help make Hunting
Ridge the best school possible!

Aswe all know, time always passes quickly
from now until the end of school, and even
though the remaining weeks can be crazy and
hectic, thereis ill alot to accomplish. Enjoy
the spring...and final stretch of the school year!

Important Web Sites:
www.hrpta.org
www.pta.org

www.ccsd15.net

www.illinoispta.org

1998.1999
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M rs. Murphy's Message
D D

Dear Hunting Ridge Parents and Guardians,

The calendar says spring is here, but there is still a possibility of snow in the forecast! | wasin Arizonafor a
few days over Spring Break, and the warm weather and sun were wonderful!! Hopefully, we will all be
enjoying that kind of weather soon!

We are currently in the midst of MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing. All students in grades 2-6 are
taking math, reading and language arts assessments. Results will be sent home after the district window closes
on May 6.

Mark your calendars for Friday, April 25™ Hunting Ridge will participate in the annual District 15
Educational Foundation’s “Walk for Education”. We will be walking to raise funds for the Resource Center,
technology and playground/physical education equipment. We receive at least 75% of all monies raised by our
students. Y ou should have received information about this event, and we encourage you to send in your
donations by April 25™. All students who return at least $5 in donations will be eligible to win some awesome
prizes, and the class with the highest participation will be rewarded with a movie and popcorn party. Our walk
will take place during the lunch hour. Your support is greatly appreciated!

| received a letter from Linda Fleming, Supervisor of Palatine Township, and Norma Meehan, Food Pantry
Supervisor, conveying thanks to everyone who supported the Market Day food drive with their donations for
the township pantry. The pantry assists approximately 180 needy families from all walks of life every month
with non-perishable food. Thank you for your true community spirit!!

Even though it is April, we are already thinking about next year. Things can change between now and the end
of the school year, but currently we are looking at the following sections of classes for next year:

kindergarten - 3, first grade - 3, second grade - 4, third grade - 4, fourth grade - 4, fifth grade - 4, and

sixth grade - 3. We continue to house the Gifted Program for grades 3-6, as well as the district’s Language
Learning Program for grades 1-6. If you know of anyone new to the area or wanting to transfer from a private
school, please tell them to come in and register in the office! Thiswill help usin planning for next year.

Just areminder for next year: School hours will be 8:50am — 3:20pm and school will begin on Thursday,
August 21 for students in grades 1-6 while kindergarten begins on Friday, August 22",

It is hard to believe there are less than two months left of this school year. The Hunting Ridge staff continues
to provide quality instruction and students continue to learn, while the PTA continues to provide programs and
services for our students and staff. Thank you all!!

Please feel free to contact me by phone, note, e-mail or in person if you have any questions, comments, or
concerns! Happy Spring!

Sincerely,

Diane Murphy
Principal
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School Supply Kits ~ AnnMurphy, VP Ways & Means

Programs Tracey Coleman, VP Programs

Believeit or not, it istimeto order

your children’s grade level school

supply kits for next year! We will

again be using SchoolKidz as our

vendor. Just asin years past, the

school supply kits will be waiting
for your children outside their classroom doors on the first
day of school on August 21, 2008.

W hat a conveniencel

Order forms were distributed on April 14™. All ordersare
due to the school office by Monday, May 12™; no late
orders will be accepted. This program is a service of the
Hunting Ridge PTA and not a fundraiser for the PTA.

If you have any questions, pleasefed freeto give Ann
Murphy acall at 847-934-7697.

Kindergarteners Have Fun with Weather

To enhance their study of weather concepts, the
Hunting Ridge PTA sponsored a hands-on “Weather
Wonders” workshop for kindergarteners on
Wednesday, March 12. “Kryptonic KC” of Mad
Science led small groups of studentsthrough various
experiments to learn about temperature, wind, and
related concepts. Students identified different types
of weather, measured the temperature of water, used
pinwheels and fans to sudy wind,
created a vortex with tornado tubes,
and made their own weather
machines to take home.

Diane D'Andrea and

Environmental Education Parm Trausch

Mar ket Day Pam Altman and Lori Specht

April is Environmental Awareness Month.
Hereareafew” GREEN" ideas:

x Clean up a park or the parkways in your neighborhood
x Buy locally grown food

x Borrow it, do not buy it

x Plant atree

x Properly dispose of old chemicals,
medications, and fluorescent light bulbs (visit
www.swancc.org for details)

We have two sales left this school year, including one
in June. If you have not yet tried Market Day, there
are many new products each month so check it out.

As always, a big thanks to our volunteers and the Cub
Scout dens of Pack 359 that have been helping each
month. We could not do it
without you!

Next Tuesday, April 22, is Earth Day. Please remember to

Teacher Appreciation Margaret Giagnorio

wear GREEN that day.

Our last EARTH FRIENDLY FRIDAY Lunch will be on
May 9. All participants will recelve a coupon for afree
ice cream cone at McDonald's. Participants will also have
achance to win a Gift Certificate.

The Nike Reuse-A-Shoe program is ending April 30.
Please continue to bring in your old sports shoes and drop
them in the box in the Atrium. Remember...only rubber
soled sneakers...no cleats, sandals, etc.

Our cdl phone collection box has quite a few phonesin it,
but we need at least 100 to turn it in. Please keep them
coming! We want to turn these in before the end of the
year if we can.

Our Teachers
Are Gold
Meda Winners!

Teacher Appreciation Week is April 28-30™.
Look for the informational flyer coming
home soon.

HAWK HERALD
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Beautification Committee Brian and Debby Chalmers

Beautification Day! {:-

Saturday, May 17 8:00am - 2:00pm

Please join the Beautification Committee
on the Hunting Ridge grounds
to nourish and protect the plants donated last fall from
Liberty Landscaping and to clean-up the school grounds!

Help us make the outside of the school reflect the beauty and the brilliance
that takes place inside the school!

Wheel barrows and rakes are appreciated and will help get the job done more quickly!
Help all day or for an hour. No job istoo small!

E-mail Brian and Debby Chalmers at debobri@comcast.net for more information.

Open PTA Committee Positions Kim Piotrowski, PTA President
PTA 2008-2009 Committee Openings
x After School Specials x Membership
x All School Activities (Bunco & Roller Skating)  x Multicultural Fair (2009-2010)
x Board Meeting Rep (for D15 monthly meetings) x Newsletter
x Book Fair x Parent Education
x Cultural Arts x PCEE Rep (D15 parent meetings)
x Family & Community Support x Picnic
x Gym Nights x Reflections
x Health & Safety x SPARK
x Hospitality x Web Development
x Kindergym x Yearbook
x Labelsfor Education

The committees listed above require chairs or co-chairs for the 2008/2009 school year (some of these
committees may already have one person). If you are interested in chairing or co-chairing any of these
committees, please fill out the form below and return it to school as soon as possible. If you have any
guestions regarding the committees or the responsibilities they entail, please call Kim Piotrowski (358-3891)
or email her at jk.piotrowski@sbcglobal.net.

Yes! | would liketo make a difference at Hunting Ridge!

Name: Phone Number:

Committee Prefer ences: 1.

2008/2009 PTA Committee
Response Form
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WordM asters Challenge Mrs. Marcia Rydaquist

Mrs. Cheryl Harsh,

The Reading Reporter Reading Specialist

Two teams of students representing Hunting Ridge
School recently won highest honors in the
WordMasters Challenge. This national language arts
competition, entered by over 230,000 students
annually, consists of three separate meets held at
intervals during the school year.

Competing in the very difficult Gold Division of the
Challenge, the school’ s fourth graderstied for ninth
place in the nation in the year’ s second meet among
275 school teams participating at this grade level in
thisdivision. At the same time, the school’ s sixth
graderstied for first place in the nation among 200

Summarizing and retelling are two reading strategies which
students arerequired to do at almost every grade level. Both
strategies are important for reading comprehension and can easily
be encouraged to do a home. They are also different; assisting
your child with one or the other after reading will expand hisher
reading devel opment.

Summarizing isfinding the most important details from the text
that your child hasread. A summary needs to be stated in a short
and concise manner. Ask your child who, what, where, when,
why, and how questions when he/she has finished a book or a
chapter in abook. Try to model which detailsin the story are
important to include in a summary, and which details can be | ft
out. Summarizing takes practice and can be done oraly or in
writing.

competing teams. The students were coached in
preparation for the
Challenge by Linda-
Marie Parr and Marcia
Rydquist.

Thirteen students won
highest honorsfor
individual

achievement as well.

Retelling also can be done after your child hasread a book or a
chapter in abook. With aretelling, your child should give more
details about what was read, and include inferences, connections,
and conclusions. Think of aretelling as a super sized, summary-
plusresponse. Begin aretelling by saying, “ Sart fromthe
beginning and tell me all about what you have read asif | have
not heard it before.” A good question to ask after your child
has done aretelling is, “ Did you make any

connectionswith the story or the characters?” ’ ,
Retellings can reveal the depth and breadth of your o
child’'s comprehension. J

Both strategies are wonderful ways to engage you
and your reader with the text, and they can clearly demonstrate
your child’ s understanding of what he/she hasread.

Hunting Ridge Faculty Feature- Mrs. Amy Carroll, Music Teacher

Q: Where did you grow up?

A: | grew upin Genoa, lllinois. When | was growing up,
there were no stoplights and the closest McDonalds was 10
miles away. Many of my friends lived on farms and we had
tons of snow days!

Q: Where did you go to college?

A: | attended the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and loved every single minute of it. My
husband went there too, and my Dad and aunts and uncles.

Q: What is your professional background?

A: | have aBachelor of Science degreein music education.

| have taught both comprehensive music and band. | have
also been the music director, director of adult, junior high,
and children’s chairs at the churches we attended in the three
states we have lived.

Q: With what grade levels have you worked?
A: Kindergarten through eighth grades.

Q: What do you like to do in your leisure time? -

A: | enjoy reading, golf, photography, gardening, biking, =«
and scrapbooks. Additionally, | am a karate chauffeur and
Brownie mom. Weall liketo go to the pool, too!

)
@, 12

Q: Tell us something interesting about yourself. For example, do you
have a talent or hobby you enjoy, are you bi-lingual, have you traveled
someplace unusual ?

A: | am pretty creative. | love to make things, grow things, and cook.
| am amusician, so | have performed in all sorts of groups. Most are
pretty standard, like band, chairs, and orchestra. Some are unusual,
like steel drum band, Russian orchestra, and various percussion
ensembles where | have played all sorts of strange instruments.

Q: Which of the Hunting Ridge Intelligent Behaviorsis your favorite
and why?

A: That is atough question because there are several that | really
value. | love Creativity, because without the arts, life would be so
bland. | aman avid believer in Life-long Learning, which my stack of
non-fiction books can attest to. | think my lifewould be really boring
without Humor, so that is my favorite of al. Enthusiasmiseasy ina
job like mine, and a good sense of humor and appreciation of life make

it easy to do.
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L egislative Cor ner

New L egislative Action on the I nternet

LisaNeal, 2nd Vice-President, Legislation

Illinois Legislators are back at work in Springfield. Over the past few weeks, Senators and Legislators have compiled an extensive list of
solutions to many of the problems in our state. Presently the 95th General Assembly is crafting bills important to many of us pertaining to
the hot topics of internet safety and protecting our children. The Illinois PTA 2006 Convention passed a resol ution supporting laws and
education on the topic of internet safety and the use of blogs. To view this resolution, go to www.ilpts.org.

Last year our legislature passed PA 95-0509 which established an Internet Education Alliance under the authority of the Office of the
Attorney General, ensuring tools for our kids to recognize and report inappropriate behavior on theinternet. This Public Act requires that
our "schools and its officials recognize and report any threatening, inappropriate or illegal activity". If you areinterested in developing
family internet rules and need pointers and guidance for your children, check out this informative website.

www.illinoi sattorneygeneral .gov/children/safetytips

Again this year, our legislators are working to give additional protection to our kids while using the internet. The new bills are outlined
below.

Senate Bill 2382 (SB 2382) is currently undergoing the third reading in the senate. This bill is sponsored in both the house and the senate
by many of our local representatives and senatorsin Springfield. Illinois PTA supports this legislation. This bill is especially important
for parents, schools, and law enforcement entities defining many online behaviors, specifically, "grooming" leading to soliciting, luring
etc., which adversely affect our children. SB2382 makes the "grooming" of unsuspecting children who use the internet a Class 3 felony.
Potentially, this gives our law enforcement officers a greater means to deal with the online predators that exist on the internet.

Senate Bill 2512 also has passed the senate and is on itsfirst reading* in the house. Like SB 2382, this has numerous sponsors who all
would like to increase the safety of our kids as they use theinternet. This bill amends the school code and asks that the State Board of
Education make availabl e to teachers across our state the tools to teach our kids about online safety at least once during each school year.
Theinitial bill asked for thisto be started at the third grade level and directs the state board of education to devel op age appropriate
meaterials and curriculum.

Asalways, if you would like moreinformation or help in contacting your representative and weighing in on these new hills, please contact
me and | will help. For more particulars about this bill and many others, please visit www.ilpta.org or the www.ilgov.gov websites, where
you can search by bill number or key words. These websites also list the names of our local sponsors and contact information. M ost
importantly, your voice isimportant and you are your child's best advocate.

* First, second or third reading indicates the progress that a bill under goesin either house or senate. If a bill isin the rules committee, it
is often "dead".

NATIONAL PTA NEWS

Spring isfinally here and it is time to get back on our bicycles! May is National Bike Month. When was the last time you checked your
child's bicycle for safety or made sure histher helmet fit properly? Take some time to make sure your family’s bicycles are road safe and
review these important safety tips with your child(ren).

Bike Safety Tips

Bicycling can be a great way for families to increase their amount of physical activity, and it is fun. The following tips can help you and
your family stay safe on your bikes:

Be sure to fix anything that might be broken or wrong with your bike.

Always wear a bicycle safety helmet.

Wear brightly colored clothing so that others can see you better.

Remember: one seat = only one rider!

Keep both hands on the handlebars.

Walk your bike across busy intersections.

Look left, right, left for traffic at stop signs and on driveways before riding out into the street.
Obey traffic signs and lights.

Ride on the right-hand side of the street in the same direction as the flow of automobile traffic.
Always use hand signals when stopping or turning.

Be aware of surrounding traffic.

When riding with others, ride singlefile.

X X X X X X X X X X X X

Y ou should wear a helmet on every bikeride, no matter how short or how closeto home. In the event of afall or crash, bicycle helmets
reduce the risk of brain injury by almost 90 percent. Nearly 75 percent of bicycle-related fatalities among
children could be prevented if the children wore helmets. Reprinted with permission from AAA.
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DISTRICT 15 NEWS

Instrument Donation Program

Vanessa Jayne, Band Director CCSD 15

Announcing the first annual CCSD15 musical instrument drive!
Spring has finally arrived, and as you are doing your spring-cleaning we have a great opportunity for you to

get rid of those instruments collecting dust!

We are now accepting donations of band and orchestra instruments in working or fixable condition. The

following instruments will be accepted:

Flutes

Oboes

Clarinets

Bass Clarinets

Alto Saxophones

Tenor Saxophones

Baritone Saxophones

Bassoons

French Horns (Single or Double)
Baritones/Euphoniums

Trombones
Tubas
Trumpets
Any percussion equipment
Violins
Violas
Cellos
Basses

If you have an instrument not on this list please contact your school band, orchestra or music teacher to see if it
can be used. Upon evaluation of instrument value, you will receive a letter from the district to be used as atax

deduction.

Y our school’ s band or orchestrateacher will accept instrument donations until Monday, June 2.

District 15 Health & Safety Issues

Developmental Screening

The Al Hoover Memorial/PTA Health Fund

The District 15 community puts great value on not just
education, but also on the health of our children. This
commitment to health is clearly evident in the Al Hoover
Fund. The fund was established in 1984 and its purpose is
to provide financial assistance for some of the health needs
of students in District 15. Additionally supported by the
PTAs since 1992, the fund is a valuable resource for many
of our families whose children need medical services but
for various reasons, cannot obtain them. Services include,
but are not limited to: initial visitsto doctors,
immunizations, glasses, hearing aids/repairs/checks,
emergency dental care and much, much more.

The decision to disburse funds to cover health costsis
made on a case-by-case basis by the District 15 Health
Services Coordinator based on input from family and
school staff. Although the family’ s financial situation isa
consideration in the decision making, the deciding factor
continues to be based upon the health needs of the student.
If you are interested in this fund, please contact the

school nurse.

District 15 Offers
Free Developmental Screening

A free developmental screening for children aged
birth through 33 months is offered to families who
live in District 15 through the district’s Early
Intervention Program.

The screenings, which are by appointment only,
arefrom 3 to 6 pmon April 23, 2008. They will
take place at the John G. Conyers Learning
Academy, 2800 W. Central
Rd., Rolling Meadows.

To make an appointment,
contact Marilyn Borris,
847-963-3154. For additional
information, call Becky Born
at 847-963-3410.
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