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Kim 

December  
12/18  PTA Meeting 7pm 

12/21  Spirit Day 

12/24 -1/4  Winter Break 

January 
1/7    School Reopens 

1/8   Gym Night                                                                                              
 Kindergarten Girls 7pm     
 First Grade Girls 7:30pm 

1/9   Market Day Orders Due 

1/9   Hawk Herald Deadline 

1/9   Board of Education     
 Meeting @ Sundling    
 Junior High 7pm 

1/10  Gym Night                          
 Kindergarten Boys 7pm                
 First Grade Boys 7:30pm 

1/11  Earth-Friendly Lunch         

1/15  PTA Meeting 12pm in  
 LRC * 

1/15  Gym Night                           
 Second Grade Girls 7pm     
 Third Grade Girls 7:30pm 

1/17  Market Day Pickup 

1/17  Gym Night                           
 Second Grade Boys 7pm     
 Third Grade Boys 7:30pm 

1/18  Hawk Herald Distributed 

* Reminder:  Babysitting is 
available at all noontime PTA 
meetings complements of the 
sixth grade Girl Scouts. 

 People sometimes do surprising 
things.  One morning last month 
around 9:00 am, I noticed a truck 
parked on the Mallard side of Hunting 
Ridge and several people unloading 
plants.  I stopped, introduced myself, 

and chatted about their plans.  I knew that Brian 
Chalmers, our Beautification Committee chair, had 
spoken with them some time ago, I just didn’t know 
exactly when they were coming…or from where.  

    As we talked, I realized that Robyn and Gary 
August (with the help of two friends) had just 
arrived from Wolcott, Iowa, with over 100 plants 
for our school.  They had left Iowa at 4:00 am.  
Apparently, Brian had met them through a 
presentation he gave at a landscaping seminar this 
summer.  They approached Brian and wondered if 
they could donate and plant new landscaping at our 
school.  They were impressed with Brian’s ideas 
and wanted to “give back to the community”  in 
some way, as they had really never had an 
opportunity to help out in a substantial way before. 

     Initially, I was shocked.  Was there a catch?  No, 
these are genuine people who wanted to make a 
difference.  They had nothing to gain for their 
business, as we are not part of their neighboring 
community.  They proceeded to spend the next five 
hours or so digging, weeding and planting.  New 
plants have been added to the berm on Mallard 
between the driveway entrance/exit, all along the 
west side of the school, the Illinois side, on the east 
side of the front entrance, as well as a native grass 
area by the sixth grade wing.  Come spring the 
plants should look beautiful!  We are very lucky to 
be the recipients of such generosity, and Robyn and 
Gary clearly exhibit the spirit of the holiday season 
and the essence of true giving.  

     On another note, I recently had the opportunity 
to help the Respect Committee, comprised of a 
group of teachers, with assembling the grade level 
turkeys that are hanging up on the first floor 
stairwell landings.  You may have had a chance to 
see them during Parent-Teacher Conferences. Each 
student prepared a feather for their particular 

grade's turkey that stated what they are most thankful 
for here at Hunting Ridge.  

     I thoroughly enjoyed reading each students’  
interpretation of what they appreciated most.  I wanted 
to share some of their insights to give you a feeling 
about the school from a child’s viewpoint.  Overall, 
there were certain themes running through all the grade 
levels.  The most common topics I encountered that 
kids were thankful for were recess, teachers, friends, 
all the “specials” classes (i.e. gym, music, art), the 
principal, nurse, library, cafeteria, and our building.   

     There are a few “ I am thankful for…” thoughts that 
stood out in each grade. One kindergartener was most 
thankful for  “ the color blue”  (go Hawks!), another for 
“pencils” .  For other kindergarteners it is “all the good 
stories”, “taking home Ted E. Bear” , “doing a lot of 
cool stuff”  and “sharing your snack with friends” . 

      In first grade, they were grateful for “ the builders 
who built the school” , “ teachers who really care”, 
“ learning so that we have good manners and don’ t do 
bad stuff” , and “people who use kind words”.  Second 
graders are happy to have “wonderful books to read” , 
“a great class” , “good food at lunch”, and “learning 
math so I can be smart”.  Third graders are thankful for 
“making good friends”, “not being dumb”, “ the 
principal who keeps us safe”, “ learning new things”, 
and the “ recorders we got for music”. 

      Fourth graders are happy about “the magical 
library” , “all the teachers that make every day special” , 
“a huge playground”  and “the rock climbing wall that 
we might get” .  In fifth grade they are appreciative of 
their “ little buddies”, “ the custodians who keep the 
school clean”, “gym because is wakes me up and 
energizes me”  and the “knowledge we learn each and 
every day” .  Sixth graders are grateful for “ friends, 
friends, friends”, “having a locker”, “my chance to 
learn”, “being able to hear at Hunting Ridge that 
everybody respects me for who I am” , and “all the 
possibilities at Hunting Ridge” . 

      Wow, so much to be thankful for this holiday 
season!  I wish you and your family much happiness 
throughout the holidays and in 2008. 

 



 

 

Pr in c ipa l ’s  Pa g e 

Dear Hunting Ridge Parents and Guardians, 

As I sit to write this letter, I can see the snow falling and it looks like a Winter Wonderland outside!!  I just came in from my morning 
ritual of greeting students on the upper blacktop and would like to compliment and commend all the parents who are driving their 
children to school.  Everyone is moving forward to allow as many children as possible to exit their cars and keep the flow of traffic 
moving!  It appears to be alleviating the line up on the street to enter the parking lot, plus the students are in their classrooms ready for 
school when the 8:45am bell rings and the morning announcements begin!  I truly thank you for this! 

I was very excited to have received a letter from the state that Hunting Ridge earned the distinction of 2006 Academic Excellence 
Award for Exemplary Academic Performance on the Illinois Learning Standards. To receive the distinction of excellence, a school has 
to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) on the ISAT tests for three consecutive years with 90% of students meeting or exceeding 
grade level standards.  (They were late in getting these awards out from last year, and are in the process of determining the awards for 
2007.)  Congratulations!!  Parents, teachers, and students working together make this happen.  We have a lot to be proud of! 

Our November Turkey Shoot was a huge success and the money raised from this event went towards the purchase of physical        
education equipment as well as for gift cards for the food baskets.  Thank you families and staff for attending and volunteering on 
those fun-filled evenings.  After the Turkey Shoot, Mr. Sobel and several students delivered 33 baskets of food and gift certificates to 
the Palatine Township Food Panty.  Thank you Mr. Sobel, Mrs. Bergen, Student Council, staff, students and parents for making 
Thanksgiving a reality for many of our township families. 

During November I also sent home a Parent Survey in the spirit of continuous improvement.  Your feedback is appreciated and over 
190 surveys were returned!  The following results show the percentages of those of you who strongly agree or agree with the survey 
questions: 

1. The school building, grounds, playgrounds, fields, etc. are well maintained.  97% 

2. I am satisfied with the academic performances at this school.  99% 

3. I receive sufficient information about my child’s progress.  96% 

4. Parents are made to feel welcome when they come to school.  97% 

5. The principal has an open line of communication.  99% 

6. The principal is visible.  99.5% 

7. The principal is approachable.  98% 

8. The principal listens and responds to my concerns.  98% 

Thank you for your responses.  We are all working hard to make improvements in our students’  education and will continue to do so.  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

We have some more good news.  The District 15 Educational Foundation awards mini-grants annually to staff members who submit 
applications for innovative programs or technology related to an area of curriculum.  This year Mrs. Jeanne Marino and Mrs. Shari 
Pass won a mini grant for the purchase of five ELMOs, which are projection cameras that allow students to see magnified items such 
as documents, science specimens, etc. during their lessons.  These will be shared among classrooms.  Mr. David Wilkie also won a 
mini grant for Smart Music, which is a software program that integrates computer technology and instrumental music practice!  His 
program will be used with his students at Hunting Ridge and Thomas Jefferson.  Congratulations to all of you!! 

Currently, thirty of our students have their artwork on display at the Education Service Center (our district office) through January 9th.    
If you are interested in viewing them, please stop in! 

On behalf of the Hunting Ridge Staff, I would like to wish all of you a relaxing, restful winter break, and to those of you who        
celebrate, a Happy Holiday season!  As always, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please call, write, e-mail, or just 
stop in!  Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 

 

Diane Murphy, Principal 
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THE HUNTING RIDGE PTA WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST BUSINESS MEMBER 

  Certapro Painters 
E ric G lab 

305 N . E ric D r. U nit E  

Palatine, IL  60067 

800-462-3782   

www.certapro.com 

The PTA thanks you for your support of our community, 
our children and our PTA. 

Coming In January... 

         GYM NIGHTS with Mr. Sobel!  
Mark your calendars and do not miss out on the fun:                                             

 

Barb Peterson and Jan Kuehn 

Gym Nights Joy Bohrer and Jennifer Grabianski Membership 

Nominating Committee Nomination Time  

The Learning Resource Center sti ll has 
openings available for volunteers on  
Tuesday afternoons and Wednesday 
mornings.  This is a great opportunity to 
help out and work directly with very      
appreciative students!  Please call Barb  

Peterson at 847-705-6970 if you can help.  Mrs. Marino 
really appreciates the effort!  

Tuesday January 8th 
  Kindergarten Girls   7:00 pm 
  1st Grade Girls         7:30 pm 
Thursday January 10th    
  Kindergarten Boys  7:00 pm 
  1st Grade Boys         7:30 pm 
Tuesday January 15th 

  2nd Grade Girls        7:00 pm 
  3rd Grade Girls         7:30 pm 
Thursday January 17th    
  2nd Grade Boys        7:00 pm 
  3rd Grade Boys        7:30 pm 
Wednesday January 23rd 

  4th Grade Girls        7:00 pm 
  5th Grade Girls        7:30 pm 
  6th Grade Girls        8:00 pm 
Thursday January 24th     
  4th Grade Boys      7:00 pm 
  5th Grade Boys       7:30 pm 
  6th Grade Boys       8:00 pm  

Sue Stelk and Christine Frohock 

Resource Center  

 

   
We are currently seeking nominations for the following PTA positions: President, Vice President of  Programs, 
and Vice President of Legislation.  In the Hunting Ridge PTA, positions are typically held for two consecutive 
years.  These three positions need to be filled in May 2008.  All PTA members are eligible to nominate    
someone for any position.  There is no limit to the number of candidates you can nominate.  All comments or 
nominations will be kept strictly confidential per PTA guidelines.  Please complete an Executive Committee 
Nominating Recommendation Form which is available on the PTA website (www.hrpta.org) or in the school 
office.  Place completed form in a sealed envelope and put it in the PTA nomination folder in the school office 
or email it to linmillar@comcast.net. 

This years members of the nominating committee are: Ann Lenz, Kelley Marturano, Linda 
Millar, Ann Murphy, Lisa Neal, Camille Shoaf, and Jeanette Stevens.  The alternates to the 
committee are: Karen Kurka and Jennifer King. 

Please contact Linda Millar, Nominating Committee Chairperson,                                          
at 847-705-0877 or linmillar@comcast.net with any questions.  
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“I Can Make a Difference by…….”     YOU ARE ALL STARS!!!!!! 

Congratulations to all of the Hunting Ridge students who participated in this year’s PTA Reflections Program.  There 
was an outstanding number of entries this year including 71 Visual Arts, 37 Photography and 14 Literature.  I am so 
very, very proud of the amazing talent that our children have displayed and am happy to announce the finalists that 
have advanced on to the Northwest Suburban Council for recognition. 

                   VISUAL ARTS                                      LITERATURE      PHOTOGRAPHY   

(K) Eden G                      (4) Eric R                                              (2) Gretchen C   (2) Jerry K  

(1) Ben K                         (4) Scott L                                                   (2) Max A    (3) Natalie C   

(1) Ben B                         (4) Grace K                                                  (2) Kristen D           (3) Sarah A 

(2) Kelly A                      (6) Natalie C                                       (3) Ally F    (3) Justin P 

(2) Max A                                                                                            (4) James F   (3) Kyle N 

(2) Joseph M                                                   (4) Abigail I   (3) Andrew P 

(3) Ally F                                                               (4) Nicole R   (3) Katie B 

(3) Susan K                                                             (4) Sarvasva R            (3) Robert F 

(3) Kathleen B                                            (4) Melinda C   (3) Jenni J 

(3) Georgina M                                               (4) Cara W    (3) Renee P 

(3) Rebecca D                                  (4) Natalie P 

(3) Alyssa P                                       (4) Shae T 

(3) Elleigh M                                     (4) Suruchi B 

(3) Daniel M 

 

Reflections Jacqueline Kurkcu 

Artwork on Display   Mrs. Pass and Mrs. Sole  

First Grade        
Haley N   Mrs. Weis    
Randall W     Mrs. Annarella 
JiYoon H   Mrs. Nisi  and            
    Mrs. Keeshan 
Second Grade 
Brian P   Mrs. Riley 
Lauren N   Mrs. Riley 
William S   Mrs. Sherman 
Alexa D   Mrs. Geimer 
Third Grade 
Danny P   Mrs. Kelly 
Austin S   Mrs. Kelly 
Andrew    Ms. Palac 
Charlotte G  Ms. Palac 
Scott L   Mrs. Parr 
John K   Mrs. Parr 
Natalie P   Mrs. Parr 
Sarvasva R  Mrs. Parr 
 

Fourth Grade 
Nora F   Mrs. Nilsen 
Nick L   Mrs. Taylor 
Lauren C   Mrs. Petersen 
Payton K   Mrs. Petersen 
Fifth Grade 
Michael G   Ms. Sowa 
Alec A   Ms. Sowa 
Ryan A   Ms. Sowa 
Sixth Grade 
Joanne K   Mrs. Rydquist 
Matt O   Mrs. Schaefer 
Jeff M   Mrs. Schaefer 
Jung R   Mrs. Schaefer 
Christine C  Mrs. Syverson 
Tiffany W   Mrs. Syverson 
Lauren F   Mrs. Blair 
Jinwood K  Mrs. Blair 
Alexa E   Mrs. Blair 

The artwork created by 
the students listed to the 
right has been selected for 
a display at the  Education 
Service Center, 580 North 
First Bank Drive in        
Palatine (the building  
located behind Baker’s 
Square).  The display is 
located on the first floor.  
The artwork will be on       
display through January 9, 
2008.  Congratulations to 
these students for creating 
some outstanding pieces 
of artwork.  

Please check next month’s newsletter for more information as to which of our talented 
students have advanced even higher and on to the next level of District #37 judging! 
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Environmental Education  Diane D’Andrea and Pam Trausch 

No Waste Ideas for the Holidays: 

Make gifts…everyone appreciates a home-cooked meal or baked goodies. 

Consider non-material gifts…tickets to a movie, play, concert or sporting event. 

Gift certificates are great…you know the gift will be kept and used! 

And, always remember to look for items made with recycled content or materials. 

Thanks to all the teachers who helped participate in the “RICKY RECYCLE” assembly.  We hope the kids 
had a good time…despite the noise level! 

This month kicks off the “RACE TO RECYCLE” cell phone program.  Motorola gives CASH back for all 
cell phones collected!  So, please send your old cell phones and blackberries (including batteries) to school 
with the kids for the collection box located in the lobby atrium.    

Over the winter break, the kids are encouraged to write a short essay for the “What Can I Do To Help Save 
The Earth?”  contest.  Flyers will be coming home soon.  There will be 25 winners, with one winner getting 
the Grand Prize!  Entries are due back by Wednesday, January 9, and the winners will be announced during 
Earth Friendly Friday Lunch on Friday, January 11.  So, kids, start thinking about it…it is a great time of year 
to think of ways to stop so much waste!   

Lastly, a HUGE THANKS to all those who donated candy for the troops!  We know they are really going to 
enjoy receiving it.  Happy Holidays!  

 

Liberty Landscaping of Walcott, Iowa donated 
and installed thousands of dollars worth of 
shrubs and perennials to Hunting Ridge 
Elementary on November 9, 2007.   

Thank you Gary, Robyn, Jim and Rhonda at 
Liberty Landscaping for all of your hard work 
and generosity! 

The northeast corner of the school is now host to a display of 
perennial grasses, some of which will grow to eight feet tall!!  
Butterfly bushes and black-eyed Susans join burning bushes and 
many others plants that will continue to make the school even 
more beautiful with each passing year.   

Come springtime, we hope that you will enjoy these 
enhancements to the school grounds and the efforts to make the 
beauty on the outside of the school reflect the beauty on the 
inside!  

Beautification Brian and Debby Chalmers 

 

*ATTENTION*  

All Hunting Ridge Adults:  

Save The Date for The Annual 

Hunting Ridge School            
Bunco Night! 

Friday, March 7, 2008! 

Details will follow in the next 
newsletter. 

Save-the-Date 
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Multicultural Fair  Michelle Burger 

Holiday Shop Lari Barr, Janet Guarino & Pam Trausch 

This year’s Holiday Shop was a success!  Perfect Touch Products, Inc. provided us 
with a great selection of gifts. 

A BIG thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped out:   

A special thanks to Gir l Scout Troop #1512 for all of their wonderful gift wrapping. 

Thank you also to our custodial staff.  

Thanks again, we could not have done it without you!  

Save the Date - Wednesday, April 16, 2008!  The “Epcot-like”  festival will feature 
a kaleidoscope of cultures, cuisine and entertainment.  This event happens only 
every other year !   
Flyers will be going home soon to individuals who have expressed an interest in 
becoming involved, but it is not too late to join in this special event celebrating 
the diversity all around us.  The planning meetings will start in January; until then 
we are still recruiting for additional countries to be represented.   
If you are interested in representing and hosting a table at the fair for a particular 
country, please contact Michelle Burger at 847.226.8661 or 
burgermichelle@netscape.net.  Thank you! 

 

Labels for Education Kelley Marturano 

 

They are out of the gates!  The Hunting Ridge Derby has begun!  You should have already 
received the contest details in a flyer.  Now it is up to you! 

Get out in front of the pack by submitting product labels from Campbell’ s Labels For      
Education, General Mills’  Box Tops For Education, and Tyson’s Project A+ Programs. 

Do not forget to mark the outside of the envelope or bag with your teacher’s name/room 
number and drop them in the collection bin in the front lobby.  This race will 
continue until February 11th.  Will your class get to enjoy a pizza party in the 
“Winner’s Circle?”  

If you have any questions, call Kelley Marturano at (847)963-1601. 

GOOD LUCK!! 

 

 

Coleen Anzalone 

Michelle Burger 

Tracey Coleman 

Elise Corzine 

Lisa Domlija 

Jacqui Downing 

Kathy Ferry 

Tabitha Hofert 

Becky Hoffman 

Jeanne Ingram 

Sally Kim 

Sue Koren 

Jacqueline Kurkcu 

Denise McGlade 

Sue McTague 

Cindy Mitchell 

Robin Moran 

Grace Murphy 

Lisa Neal 

Kim Piotrowski 

Laura Plank 

Chris Popovich 

Lori Specht 

Mel Toriumi 

Katie Weiland 

 



 

 H AW K H ERAL D                                     PAGE  7 

HUN TIN G RIDGE N EW S 
Reading Repor ter  Cheryl Harsh, Reading Consultant Specialist 

 

Please take the time to visit the      
annual District 15 Blood Drive on 
Wednesday, January 30th, 2008, 
from 2:30-8:00 pm at Plum Grove 
Junior High.  LifeSource corporation 

will set-up appointments and make reminder calls.  
Please call LifeSource at (847)803-7943 to schedule 
your appointment.  If you do not know what time you 
can come, walk-ins are welcome. 

Find out about some of the great life-saving stories in 
our local Chicago area by visiting www.lifesource.org.                 

 

Distr ict 15 Blood Dr ive Rebecca Nudelman 

Comfy Chair—Look for a cushy, child-sized chair to 
put in a corner of a bedroom-something cozy and 
fun to make reading more pleasurable. 

Books—This time of year there are many specials on 
boxed sets of favorite series or authors and      
holiday/seasonal themes.   

Bookmarkers—A bookmark makes a super stocking 
stuffer.  Bookstores and gift stores now have 
elaborate bookmarkers that can have everything 
from a favorite animal or sport activity, to fancy 
ribbons and jewels which hang over the book. 

Comic books—Another great stocking stuffer, and 
light, fun reading.  Check through the illustrations 
and text to make sure the comic is age appropriate. 

Graphic Novels—These can also be light reading, but 
check again for age appropriate content.  More and 
more television cartoons are coming out in graphic 
novel form.  (“Sponge Bob Square Pants”  is one 
example). 

 

Board Games—Board games can offer a chance to 
read and spell in a relaxed setting.  Scrabble and 
Apples to Apples are two great examples. 

Personalized Journal or Diary—Journals can       
encourage personal writing and doodling.  Ideas 
and opinions can be expressed in writing which 
benefits reading skills. 

Magazine Subscriptions—Encourage your child’s 
interests by giving a gift that will last the whole 
year.  Check bookstores and websites for         
publications on everything from sports, fashion, 
nature, current events, cooking, and more. 

Word of the Day Calendar—Improve vocabulary 
and keep track of the date at the same time with a 
Word of the Day Calendar.   

BEST GIFT OF ALL—READ ALOUD TO YOUR 
CHILD EVERYDAY!  This time of year there are 
hundreds of magical and beautiful books to    
snuggle up with your child and read aloud to them.  
Doing it daily is one of the best ways to encourage 
a lifetime of reading.  

Donating whole blood is safe and simple. The  
entire process, from registration to refreshments, 
takes approximately one hour.  Strict procedures 
for every step of the process ensure the safety of 
the donor and of the blood supply.  Every     
measure is taken so that the donation is safe for 
the donor and the blood  recipient.   

We hope that you can take the 
time to give this gift of a blood 
donation!  Donors are eligible 
to donate whole blood every 56 
days.  

 

For information, please call Rebecca Nudelman at (847)991-3625.                     

DISTRICT 15  NEW S 

10 Gifts that Encourage Reading 
Give these presents and ideas a try to promote a love of reading! 
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Lisa Neal, 2nd Vice-President, Legislation  Legislative Corner  

Simple Ways Families Can Give Back During the Holidays 
Parents who wonder how they can instill a charitable spirit in their children can employ some simple strategies this holiday season.  Not 
only will they be giving back to their communities, they will be deepening their own family connections.  

Of course, one key to developing this volunteer attitude is that giving back shouldn’ t be reserved for just holidays.  

"In the families we work with, charitable giving runs through their being," says Steven Moore, associate director for donor relations and 
regional giving for The Columbus Foundation in Columbus, Ohio.  "It’s not a one-time event.  It’s part of the fabric of their family. If 
parents want this to stick, it has to be a message that is repeated often." 

Moore offers these other tips for family volunteering for children of all ages: 

Set up giving banks.  Children who receive an allowance can divide the money into spending money, money for savings, and money for 
charity, all to be kept in different banks. 

Have conversations about being thankful.  Promote the idea of giving back to the community.  

Be a role model.  Take your children with you when you volunteer. Talk to them about your donations.   

Join an Adopt-A-Family Program.  Provide a home cooked meal or donate some needed clothing items.  

Host a giving par ty.  Invite friends and neighbors over and have them bring "presents" for people in need—food or clothing items, toys 
for impoverished kids, money for relief efforts, or whatever is appropriate for your theme.  Giving parties can also be held in lieu of kids’  
birthday parties.  

Gather  unused toys to donate to disadvantaged children.   

Really ambitious families can go on a volunteer  vacation where families (with children as young as 10) travel to areas in need to 
volunteer their time.  Many programs are international, but some exist stateside to assist Habitat for Humanity and Hurricane Katrina 
victims.  

Online Resources for  Family Volunteer ing 

Family charity planning at  http://www.columbusfoundation.org 

Local volunteer activities at http://www.volunteersolutions.org/  

Books on Family Volunteer ing 
The Giving Family: Raising Our Children to Help Others by Susan Crites Price, Publisher: Council on Foundations, 2003 

The Giving Book: Open the Door to a Lifetime of Giving by Ellen Sabin, Publisher: Watering Can, 2004 

 

HAWK HERALD  

N ATION A L  PTA  N EW S 

Reprinted from the National PTA website:  www.PTA.org 

In past months, the Illinois state PTA has been gathering support 
and signatures for a new amendment to the Illinois State        
Constitution which allows a period of 21 days for public scrutiny 
on any non-emergency legislation in the state of Illinois.  It is 
called the Democracy Project or Show Us Amendment.  Illinois 
PTA and its local membership are instrumental in this signature 
petition drive.  This amendment seems to have roots in both   
political parties, since both have had similar versions with     
varying lengths of time for public scrutiny.  It is a grass roots 
attempt to give feed back to our representatives and provide  
more transparency in the way our laws and budgets are made in 
our state. 

The amendment requires a minimum of twenty-one days for  
public review of the final form of any non-emergency legislation 
being considered by the General Assembly.  Complicated bills, 
with hundreds of pages of budgets and of budget implementation 
are regularly enacted on the same day their provisions reach the 
public record.  These bills will have to be open to public           
inspection before they can be passed by legislators. 

Supporters of the amendment are the following grass roots      
organizations:  Illinois Parent Teacher Association, the League of 
Women Voters of Illinois and the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs of Illinois.  These groups are joining efforts to 
collect 350,000 signatures on petitions to have the issue placed 
on the Illinois ballot in the November 2008 election.  Given that 
enough signatures are collected, and the issue is placed on the 
ballot, this amendment must receive positive support of 60% of 
the voters, who participate in the election of November 2008, in 
order to pass. 

To gather more information check out the following websites: 
www.ilpta.org and www.showus.org.   

In addition you may contact me for further information at 
lbcneal41@comcast.net.  Please take some time and educate 
yourself on this amendment to the state constitution and its effect 
on our law makers.   

If you are interested in signing a petition, please contact me.  




